
 
OCTOBER 22, 2021 

Dear Colleagues:  
 
Congratulations to At Large Board Member Larry Scott for a premium recognition 
related to his “day job” as a school psychologist for the Ken-Ton School District.  Larry 
was named the 2021 Frank Plumeau School Psychologist of the Year by the New York 
Association of School Psychologists (NYASP).  Larry also serves as an Alternative to 
Suspension Specialist and coordinator of the Ken-Ton District’s Safe Schools Against 
Violence in Education (SAVE) Act Project.  He is also a proud BPS parent! Larry wears 
many hats in service to many students and families in two districts.  Kudos, Larry, for 
this significant statewide recognition of your jobs well done! We greatly appreciate you. 
 

     
 
I stopped in to check on the hardworking McKinley High School administrative 
team.   We engaged in a conversation about the small wins the team has had, and I 
listened to their thoughts about the start of the school year.  I also reviewed a meeting 
organizational strategy the school implemented and shared with other high school 
colleagues to support a positive school environment.  They are gelling well together and 
elevating the school culture and climate each day.  Go Macks!   
 

 



On Wednesday, October 20, 2021, Mirakle Singleton, an eleventh grader from The 
International Preparatory School #198, took part as a panel member in the Speak Up 
Advisory Council’s 2021 Virtual Congressional Briefing. The Speak Up research project 
creates opportunities for students, parents, and educators to participate in local 
decision-making about educational technology and contribute to the state and national 
dialogue about digital learning. Mirakle participated on the panel as a representative for 
our IT Department and Student Technology Leadership Program. She joined three other 
middle and high school students to discuss student engagement and empowerment in 
learning, rethinking the role of technology in education, and ways to improve school 
and address equity. Mirakle was selected as the only student from our area and District 
as a testament to her zealous spirit and charismatic leadership. Splendid work, Mirakle!  

 
 
Hamlin Park Claude & Ouida Clapp Academy #74 creates engaging learning 
environments by incorporating student experiences, enriching activities, and culturally 
relevant practice to our school community.  In Shakwana Shelton’s 3rd grade class, 
students are taught self-monitoring and motivation techniques including accountable 
talk, higher order thinking skills, growth mindset and social emotional learning 
practices.  Several of our classrooms are excited to participate in the newly launched 
CLRI Hub Schools initiative, an opportunity to establish classrooms that are models of 
equity and serve as examples for colleagues across the district.  We welcome Assistant 
Principal Intern Kelly Kelchlin Lambert through the Buffalo Aspiring Leaders Academy 
(BALA) program, a BPS initiative that develops school administrators who are prepared 
to lead high-needs schools through a lens of cultural inclusivity and promote equity 
within our education system.  Our #74 teachers are focused on all students reading, 
writing, and explaining their thinking, as well as providing enriching activities including 
the Emancipation Curriculum.  Hamlin Park remains a proud Community School, serving 
as a bridge between families and the learning environment.  High commendations for 
your innovative thinking, School #74! 
  



 
Pictured Ms. Shakwana Shelton (3rd Grade Teacher, right), Third Grade Students, and 
Ms, Kelly Kelchlin Lambert (BALA AP Intern, left); Images of work from Ms. Shelton’s 
classroom.   
 
On Tuesday October 19th, I expressed my congratulations as the Buffalo Public School 
Office of CLRI hosted the 150th year anniversary of the Jessie Ketchum Award 
Ceremony.  This year’s virtual ceremony recognized the Academic Excellence of 34 BPS 
students who held the highest-grade point average in the district as 2021 8th grade 
graduates.  Through the years, 15,000 students have been honored for their academic 
excellence through the legacy of Jesse Ketchum.  Due to a Buffalo Board of Education 
policy change that was enacted last year, all Jessie Ketchum winners can now attend 
the High School of their choice.   
 

     
Gold Medal Winner Ria Yagielski and Principal Claudio-Cotto 
 
Jesse Ketchum President, Dr. Fatima Morrell, along with the other Jesse Ketchum board 
members were excited to present Gold, Silver, and Bronze awards to the 34 students.   



The Award Ceremony’s Pledge of Allegiance was recited by Ria A. Yagielski, the 2021 
gold medal recipient.  The National Anthem ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’ was sung 
beautifully by #156 Principal Gianna Claudio-Cotto.  This year’s keynote speaker was 
Dr. Katherine Conway-Turner, President of Buffalo State College, who is also celebrating 
150 years of establishment, and was initially funded by Jessie Ketchum. Dr. Katherine 
Conway Turner eloquently spoke on the importance of literacy and academic 
achievement.  Historian Dr. William Greco provided historical information about Jessie 
Ketchum.  This year’s chosen entertainment was a beautifully choreographed 
contemporary ballet performance from our very own Performing Arts High School titled 
Circular Serenity.  Thank you to Board of Education President Louis Petrucci, Board 
Member Paulette Woods, and Board Member Sharon Belton-Cottman for participating in 
this momentous event. Congratulations to all of the 2021 Jessie Ketchum Awardees and 
their families! 
 

 
Dr. Morrell and Dr. Conway Turner 
 
Welcome to Associate Superintendent of School Leadership John Gonzales.  John comes 
to us most recently from Rochester, where he was a school Principal.  John, a product 
of the Buffalo Public Schools is making himself at home once again with a series of 
visits to the schools he will be overseeing and supporting.  The District enjoyed seeing 
John’s Tweets as he covered old ground, making new friends.  John quotes Stephen 
Covey (The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People) when he says, “We must never become 
too busy sawing to take time to sharpen the saw.”  We look forward to your strong 
work ethic, your tremendous enthusiasm, your proven talent, and your steadfast focus 
on student achievement, John!  Welcome aboard! 

 
Congratulations and Happy birthday to Barbara Swain, Prepack Leader/COOK at 
Community School #53.  Today, Barbara celebrated her birthday and 41 years of 
service in our BPS Food Service Department!  We are so grateful for her unparalleled 
dedication and commitment to providing nutritious meals for two generations of our 
students!  



 

 
Connie Grisson, Barbara Swain and Delia Hanesworth 
 
North Park Community School "Little Artist" Saturday Academy inspired young 
innovators to use their creativity and imagination. Families were able to participate in 
puppet making, architect design, mural art, window glass art, comic strips, and so much 
more. They celebrated diversity by introducing families to Puerto Rican Folk Art with the 
Albright Knox Art Truck, learning how to pronounce the names of different colors in 
Spanish, learning about the art of henna, and making bruschetta to celebrate Italian-
American Heritage Month. NPCS welcomed 183 students, families, and community 
members at our event on October 16th.  
 

 
 
While at North Park last weekend, I had the pleasure of meeting 32-year custodian 
William “Mr. Bill” Foley.  Mr. Bill is someone who has been taking care of North Park 
#50 as if it is his own home – and in over three decades, I suppose that home is what 
it feels like to him.  Principal Carla Graves says Mr. Bill is “someone the NPCS 
community can count on whenever he is needed.  He even can be found during lunch 
hours in the cafeteria assisting the students to open their lunches and even tell a funny 
joke.”  Principal Graves recounts that a current NPCS parent was a graduate from this 
building and remembers Mr. Bill as the magnificent custodian who can hold a 
broomstick upright with the palm of his hand.  Custodian, magician, all around good 
man.  We’re proud of William Foley, and grateful to his service.   



 

 
Head Custodian Bill Foley & Chief Engineer Shawn Blake  
 
I made a few new friends at West Hertel Saturday Academy, as well.  Seen below, the 
young man in the red jacket became my unofficial sidekick, pausing to get a hand 
tattoo that made him very happy.  Sometimes, it’s the small things in life that put a 
smile on a child’s face.  The other young man below, heartily practicing with Master 
Naheem Allah-Fernandez of Juche Tae Kwon Do, has been withdrawn according to his 
mother, and sometimes unwilling to come to school.  While I place high expectations on 
Saturday Academy academic enrichment, one can’t discount the importance of the 
socioemotional and physical activity needs of students – or the wealth of support one-
on-one “interventions of interest” give to young people.  After his disciplined workout, I 
asked our young man if he was planning on being present on Monday and every day 
after that.  I received a hearty, “Yes, sir!”  In this way, Community School Saturday 
Academies can be game changers for our students! 
 

   
 
We are proud to announce the appointment of Alicia Báez-Barinas as Associate of 
Bilingual Education & World Languages for the New York State Education Department. 
Alicia understands how MLLs experience our schools, from entry to graduation.  Thus, 
our MLLs are in excellent hands.  We will miss her passion and advocacy for Bilingual 
Education, her leadership, and her excellent sense of humor.  Alicia is a proud 



 graduate of Hutchinson Central Technical High School.  
Ms. Baez-Barinas began her career with the New York City 
Department of Education and has more than seventeen 
years of experience in education. Her experience in 
BPS includes five years serving as an Assistant Principal at 
Buffalo Public School’s City Honors, PS #195, and four 
years as Director of Bilingual Education in the Division of 
Multilingual Education.  While serving as Director of 
Bilingual Education she has been able to transform how 
Bilingual Education is perceived and how it is implemented 
in the Buffalo Public Schools. A few of her accomplishments 
include the development of the first Bilingual School 
Principals Consortium, working with school building 

administrators to ensure that the various models of dual language instruction at each 
school are effectively implemented, and garnering a new Spanish literacy 
assessment and instructional program that has recently been adopted by the District. 
Alicia has served as President of the New York State Association for Bilingual Education 
for two terms and is the Regional Director of the New York State Association of Latino 
Administrators and Superintendents.  We wish Alicia all the best in her new 
role.  Felicidades!!  
 

On October 18th, 2021, the Office of CLRI had the 

pleasure to visit the 4th grade class of Ms. Joy Lane at Dr. 
George E. Blackman School of Excellence, School #54 and 
the 5th grade class of Ms. Clianda Yarde at Community 
School #53.  Both teachers, including Esther Santiago 
(School #54) and Shakwana Shelton (School #74) were 
selected to pilot the soon to be released book published 
by Penguin House, Born on the Water, written by 
Nikole Hannah-Jones and Renée Watson and illustrated 
by Nikkolas Smith. Ms. Lane’s 4th grade class was 
engaged in a lesson on perseverance in which students 

discussed what it means to persevere through challenges and how enslaved Africans 
and African Americans persevered despite cruel hardships and mistreatment.  In 
conclusion, the students discussed the myriad triumphs and achievements of African 
Americans and other historically marginalized populations.  In Ms. Yarde’s 5th grade 
class, students explored their own identities and personal experiences with race, 
culture, ability, family structure, etc.  To wrap up the lesson, students wrote a reflective 
poem or paragraph that described their identity.  This reflective comment was provided 
by 3rd grade teacher Shakwana Shelton that highlights her students’ reactions to the 
lesson, “You saw the pride on their faces.  This book is magical because it helps them 
to really see this is where we came from.  I have a couple students who are not African 
American, and I wanted them to really see the history, the culture, the language. So, 
every student in my classroom was engaged, enlightened, they were learning.” The 
Office of CLRI is looking forward to putting a copy of Born on the Water in elementary 
classrooms across the district after it is released to the public in November.  



 
 
ANNOUNCING OUR NEW COURSE CATALOG! 
 
The Buffalo Public Schools offers a wide variety of courses for High School students. We 
are excited to announce the release of our online High School (Grades 9-12) Course 
Catalogue that can help students select the best course options to meet their 
interests.  Students and families will find descriptions of all the district high school 
courses. The catalogue details our district's Career and Technical Education Programs; 
Dual Credit and Advanced Placement; Student Support Services; electives, and various 
other relevant content.  Additionally, the High School Course Catalogue provides 
families with information regarding graduation requirements, NCAA requirements, along 
with the Buffalo Public Schools Grading Scales and Timelines.  The course catalogue is 
located on the Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction Department website. 
https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/891 
 
SATURDAY ACADEMIES: 
 
Stop by one of our Community School Saturday Academies this weekend and make 
some new friends! 
 

 
 

Enjoy Your weekend! 

 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 

https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/891

